656 Fith Avenue; New York. NY-101 
jal subscription rate $12.00, Canada $i 
ed ne: 


\E 


ex 


ae |} 
wer 
YZ 
ny 
(NOL 


BECAUSE. 
LLP} 
S Gea 
a 
BLOODY 
Ss 


F, 
WA 
o> 


OFF THE MEGA ROD 
RECENTLY'* IM GETTING 
70 BE LIKE A Ki WITH 


| HUNSE 
HERE! AND I'D HATE 10 SEE WHAT 
HET DOF HE FOUN? THEM HERE WOW! 


NY 
mY 
W 

+ 


THESE APOKOLIPS GUS: 
ARE THE ULTIMATE FASCISES!| 
THEY FLY IN THE FACE OF 

EVERYTHING T'VE ALWAYG 
SAUD I BELIEVED IN! 


i‘ 


\ 


Bs 


4 
SS 
~ 2 
: N ¥ 
% Eg 
a g 
LN 


WORLZ, THIS 1S WHERE 


ia 
3 WHERE CRUELTY 


{ “xe 


Ls 


Yy 
en 
I'VE LEARNED 
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Just You 
ANZ ME NOW, 


YOU PITIFUL BLOODLESS 
WORM! HAVE ITALL FIGURED 
TO ANKETY IN YOuR 

OVERSIZED HEAD, 

DON'T YOu?! 


HAVE YOU CALCULATED: * 
THE DEPTHS OF MY Sy 
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HAVE YOU MEASURED HAVE YOU ANY IDEA 
Sp _Y DESIRE TO SEE YOU BBs! HOW MUCH I WANT Your |g 
BLOOP?! I PousT ~ 
IT, BERNADETH! 


SHE SHOULDN'T BE HERE . THAT SUCH A SIN THAT I 
I SHOULDN'T BE HERE. 
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YOULL WIPE HER MIN, AND, 
AT THE VERY LEAST, MAKE A 
GOOD CETECT LESSON OF HER. 
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Dandy Dan Respler is on vacation 
this month, which sparks a bit of a re- 
union. John K. Snyder needed some 
help catching up on the deadlines so 
Dan called in our pal Luke McDon- 
nell to pencil the issue. Somehow, he 
found the time, in between workingon 
issues of THE PHANTOM. WithJohn 
and Kim on the script, Luke on the 
pencils and me overseeing matters, 
it’s just like the good ol’ days! Thanks 
for the pinch hit, Luke! 


Dear Bob, John, Kim, John K., Kari, 
Todd, and Cari, 

I work for a construction company, 
and on several projects personnel 
have posted the following sign: 

The Six Phases of a Project 

1. Enthusiasm 

2. Disillusionment 

3. Panic and Hysteria 

4. Search for the Guilty 

5.'Punishment of the Innocent 

6. Praise and Honors for the Non- 
Participants 

As The Janus Directive concluded 
in SUICIDE SQUAD #30 I thought of 
that sign. Sarge Steel got his promo- 
tion in CHECKMATE! #18 because 
Kobra left his agency alone; he got his 
promotions in this issue because he 
id such a good job bolting the door 
after the fox had taken the chickens 
(or Kobra had slain thirty-eight 
knights), and President Bush’s re- 
structuring of the intelligence com- 
munity seemed overly hard on Mrs. 
Waller. Oh, John Ostrander does 


dangerous Amanda. ps 
she only thought of Ben Turner asthe 
warhead went up, but that’s one 
person more than Filing thought of 
when he proposed the idea in chapter 


The Janus Directive kept trying to 
become something spectacular, but 
never quite managed it: Kobra as 
avatar of the Kali-Yuga was quite fit- 
ting after his rejection of doing same 
in MANHUNTER *14, yet too much 
of “Endgame” was sound effects and 
tedium. Certainly you can save Lois 


out in the end, however, was the fine 
artwork, the funny lines (Jewelee. 


Boomerang and Manhunter, and 
Peacemaker and Duchess) and the 
Talking Heads quotation from the 
Checkmate Knight. No party, no 
disco, no fooling around—not much of 
anything, as a matter of fact. [would 
gladly buy a bi-weekly SUICIDE 
SQUAD, but not one with so inane a 
plot. 

Therefore, bring on Father 
Craemer. Not because I like “Personal 
Files” tales (though Ido); not because 
you need to take a breather (though 
you do); but because you need a good 
story after the last two months. 

Charles J. Sperling 
37-15 Parsons Boulevard 
‘Apt. 4C 

Flushing, NY 11354 

Your comments, in the end, mirror 
many of the same feelings and frus- 
trations shared by Jonathan Peter- 
son and myself. Perhaps we were too 
ambitious, or maybe we didn’t give 
ourselves enough time. Interestingly, 
the person with the most incisive 
comments was our own Editor-in- 
Chief, Jenette “Kahn. While the 
balance of the mail was in favor of the 
storyline and its broad scope, we have 
all learned a lot and should we do 
something like this again, it will be 
vastly superior. For nou,though, let’s 
look at the rest of the mail: 


seeee 
Dear Editor, 

Ah, The Janus Directive has come 
to an end, but with a cliffhanger end- 
ing to warrant.a sequel in the foresee- 
able future. Just a few random 
thoughts in conclusion. To wit: 

Did anyone notice that Kobra spoke 
perfect English this time? No hiss- 
ing, as opposed to earlier chapters. 
Here's the cliffhanger I referred to— 
notice the almost cosmic gleam in 
Kobra’s eyes at the end, as he’s being 
shipped off to Belle Reve? I doubt the 
real Kobra’s been captured. His battle 
with Manhunter was too quick and — 
easy. The above clues cause me to~ 
draw that conclusion. 

In CHECKMATE! #18, Sarge Stee! 
was portrayed as a normal fellow in 
an executive capacity. Here, Snyder 
draws him as if he could pass for 
Major Force's twin brother. Gimme a 
break! At least Snyder did a near 
accurate President Bush to compen- 
sate. Now, if he can avoid the tempta- 
tion to draw Vice President Quayle as 
a man-child with a penchant for gig- 
gling like Pee-Wee Herman... 


Did Captain Atom happen to notice 
his old sparring partners Punch & 
Jewelee battling on his side of the 
fence? I'd like to see those two battle 
the Captain in his mag, after a dis- 
honoradie discharge from the Squad, 
of course. 

Now that Sarge Steel is in charge, 
essentially, of both CHECKMATE! 
and SUICIDE SQUAD, let me 
suggest an additional detail—givethe 
Sarge his own mag! It’s only fair. 

Prediction: Kobra will be back next 
year with a more “cosmic” scheme, as 
a sequel to The Janus Directive. Put 
that in the bank, homeboy. 

Jacob Gilbert 
118 4th Street Apt. 1 
‘Troy, NY 12180 

Ah, Jacob, so close and yet so far. 
You have some very good theories and 
guesses but boy, are you off base. To 
begin: despite the speech difference, 
that was indeed the real Kobra that 
was captured. Otherwise, the Lords of 
Chaos would not have chosen to 
speak with him as seen on the last 
page and last panel of issue 30. Also, 
the battle between Manhunter and 
Kobra occurred off-panel; and it’s 
wrong of you to say it was too easy. 
Manhunter did not ced look 
rested. 

Captain Atom has never ‘battled 
Punch and Jewelee. As revealed in 
SECRET ORIGINS #28, Nightshade 
and King Faraday fought theduoand 
Faraday allowed the battle to be cred- 
ited to Captain Atom in the now- 
revealed cover-up. It’s doubtful they’ 
turn up in that title since John and 
Kim have delicious plans for them. 

‘People around the offices, includ- 
ing the infomous writing duo of 
Barbara and Karl Kesel, have plans 
for Sarge Steel, so keep your eyes 
open. And no, we have no plans fora 
sequel as yet and if so, it’s doubtful 
Kobra will be a part of it. Afterall,our 
mentor, Julie Schwartz,drilled into us 
all the famous phrase, “Be original!” 


Dear Suicide Squad, 

Never did I think that a book as 
great as this could get any better but, 
as always, you guys surprised me. The 
Janus Directive is the greatest cross- 
over story I've ever read; my sincerest, 
heartfelt compliments to all the 
creative staff, as well as the guest art- 
ists, and, of course, the editors for 
keeping it all in line. 


Dear Mr. Ostrander and Ms. ¥: 

This issue was great, but let 

start at the 

First, the cover was the best since 
issue #6, #9 and Annual. Karl's out- 
done himself this time. 

‘Next up is the artwork. Lhope you 
keep Mr. Snyder on fora long time to 
come. He’s the only artist (in my opin- 
ion) other then Karl Kesel or Luke 
McDonnell for the Squad. 

Now to the story. Great. Love it. I 
really like the idea of having Sarge 
Steel overseeing ail meta-human 
covert activities. Maybe he can keep 
Amanda Waller on a leash and keep 


Hine iheoccor sin “Ate Pane ct 
CHECKMA’ 


“Another ay I liked about this 
issue (and the whole,Jenus Directive) 
is the characters you've used in it. 
Like I've said before, I'm a Peace 
maker fan, and have been since the 
CRISIS, but have never been able to 
getthe books hemade appearances in 
(ie., his mini-series and VIGILAN- 
TE), so I really enjoyed his appear- 
ance both here and in CHECK- 
MATE! and hope to see more of him. 

Tve alscenjoyed the appearancesof 
Manhunter and’ the Force of July 
throughout. I really liked the Force of 
duly in OUTSIDERS ANNUAL #180 
Tenjoyed seeing them here; but what I 
really liked was seeing themoffedone 
by.one. Although I don’t see why you 
had to kill Mayflower; she would've 
béen great in the Squad. 

Marson Fedrick 
PO Box 514 
Ellisville, MS 39437 

Peacemaker has taken up: perma- 
nent residence in CHECKMATE! and 
Paul Kupperberg is working up plans 
for him beyond that title. 


Dear Janus Directors, 

‘This whole escapade was touted to 
be the affair to organize and define 
the numerous intelligence agencies in 
the DC Universe. Considering the 
temperament of the various individ- 
uals involved, I'm not convinced. 

‘The major threat was, Kobra. This 
group will be back again. They will 


tion of the Force of July. ‘Since the first 
will be dealt with in the. pages of 
CHECKMATE!, I'd like to comment 
on the second. 

The Force of July were a band of 
heroés who first came tothe scene to 
battle the Outsiders. They were billed 
as freedom fighters and fought well, 
but they were kind of silly. Major 
Victory, Lady Liberty, Mayflower, 
Sparkler, Silent Majority. To the first 
four, I'could say good riddance with 

Silen 


@ lot like Hal Jordan seemed to make 
Silent Majority much more real than 
the others. I actually felt alumpin my 
throat when I realized that his last 
jicate had been shot. 
In:retrospect, with the rest of the 
team .gone, maybe Major Victory 
sbould have died as well. 
-» Brik Skov 
Brighton, MA 


Prerry 


Bob, 
reading the eleven-part epic, ! 
fet the need to write, This storyline 
shows why SUICIDE SQUAD is my 
favorite DC title, with QUESTION 


was pretty lame. 
T'was sad to see the demise of the 
Force of July. Even though I had 


Perhaps Major Victory. saved her 
torch and it can be passed on to 
another. 

‘The Squad’s new line-up is fairly 
decent, although I feel the following 
things should be dealt with, in order: 

1) Conclude the Duchess/Lashina 
plotline. 

2) Kill Captain Boomerang. He is 


always look forward toreading the SS 
for its quick, calculated action. 
I think the:best ord forthe book is 


loved’ it when “Mark Shaw just 
chucked the Kobra lender ae 


railing. 
Craig D Koh 
1405 East Joppa Road 
Baltimore, MD. 21204 


